ATOP Meaningfulworld

Media Events
Event Attendees: ATOP Press Secretary Wesley Beeks and Intern Mileka Ackie attended this event.
Event: The CUNY Dispute Resolution Consortium at John Jay College present Monthly NYC-DR Roundtable Breakfast – USING THEATER TO TRANSFORM CONFLICT AND CREATE SOCIAL CHANGE, May 2012
Sponsored by the Association for Conflict Resolution of Greater New York
In an increasingly complex and globalized world, the arts have an important role to play in challenging unjust structures and policies, breaking down divisions between people, increasing our understanding of multiple perspectives and creating shared narratives. Drawing from her experience as an arts and peace building practitioner, Amy Rebecca Marsico will discussed how theater can be used as a powerful tool to create space for dialogue, transform conflict and advocate for peace, human rights, and justice. 

Amy Rebecca Marsico is an arts and peace building practitioner. She has worked as a stage manager, producer, assistant director and writer in both non-profit and commercial theater. 

As a trainer and facilitator, she has designed workshops for youth that employ the arts to teach trauma awareness skills, encourage resilience, address root causes of conflict, and build capacity through dialogue and education. She has also designed workshops for women and girls that explore gender and power issues. 

Amy is the co-author of Transforming Trauma: An Interactive Role Play for Community Leaders and Caregivers– a piece that was used by the STAR program (Strategies for Trauma Awareness and Resilience) to train civil society leaders on how to recognize and address trauma in the aftermath of a terrorist attack. She wrote and compiled an Arts Resource Guide on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict for the US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation. Amy is currently working on a play based on interviews with Arab-Americans on identity, trauma and human security. 
Press Secretary Wesley Beeks interview with Amy Rebecca Marisco: 
How can The Arts be used in conflict transformation?
Amy Rebecca Marisco: I don't really have any data on how the arts can be used for conflict transformation. It was never something I studied in any sort of quantifiable way. I have a background in traditional theater, mostly as a professional stage manager. Using the arts as a tool to transform conflict is the perfect intersection of my degree and much of the work that constitutes my professional life. By being part of so many creative processes (though working as a stage manager, actor, assistant director), I learned how to shape story and construct narratives that would show human experience in all its beautiful complexities. I also studied with Augusto Boal, who created Theater of the Oppressed and with Michael Rohd, who is the founder of Sojourn Theatre, a company that creates documentary theater projects for community engagement. 

I received a master's in Conflict Transformation and Peace building from Eastern Mennonite University. They generally have a week long course every summer that teaches arts-based approaches to peace building.

ATOP Meaningfulworld integrates arts, play and drama in its 7-step Integrative Healing Model (Kalayjian, 1999, 2002, 2012). Art therapy, play therapy, and drama therapy are used consistently with children and adolescents to release trauma, transform trauma into healing and meaning-making. 

Contact:  Amy Rebecca Marsico at amy.marsico@gmail.com
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