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Educated for Change? Muslim Refugee Women in the West reveals the hardships Muslim women encounter on a daily basis due to confusion between culture and strict religious based guidelines imposed in a male dominated society at the refugee camp of Dadaab in Kenya.  Patricia Buck and Rachel Silver began exploring the lives of Somali refugee women at an adult education center in the Northeastern American city of Milltown where they worked.  This particular topic of interest eventually grew into a project relocating the pair to Kenya where thousands of Somali’s were displaced after a national civil war.  This is where the stories and the nightmares recounted by refugee women in the Northeast became torturous realities for Buck and Silver.  

As you turn each page you explore the painfully emotional journey Muslim refugee women face in search of educational freedom.  A battle against Westernization and a struggle to maintain Eastern Islam is illustrated through examples of cruel, harsh actions taken against defiant women in search of education.  Anyone using tools associated with the West is shamed and disgraced as a way to maintain fundamentally religious Somali culture dominated by males.  In each section of the book, refugee women reveal their challenges by describing their desire to receive the same education as men, as well as their plight to transform this unhealthy system.  As our president states: Humanity is like a bird with two wings, one male and the other female. If we cannot receive equality in education our human race will not fly to any meaningful height.  They went looking for help and encouragement from their families, refugee camp workers and friends but were often faced with feelings of shame and rejection.  By combining Western derived human rights and Muslim inspired ideals, many refugees hope to create a new way of being Somali that will allow equal opportunity.  
Educated for Change? provides a sobering view of the challenges encountered by Somali women.    Upon finishing this book I am reminded as not only a woman, but as someone who deserves rights and liberties, to be grateful for the opportunities I have that are sometimes overlooked and ignored.  Glass ceilings exist around the world and frequently vary in height from one country to the next.  This glass barrier should not cause fear and discouragement for any woman of any race, culture or religion; it should act as an incentive to work hard to transform it as these heroic Somali women have been doing.  Educated for Change? motivates readers to be mindful, more helpful and kind to one another, while providing insight on the need for improvement and reform in countries around the globe.
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Founded in 1990, the Association for Trauma Outreach & Prevention (ATOP) at Meaningfulworld, charitable organization affiliated with the United Nations Dept of Public Information, has achieved international recognition as a leader in training humanitarian outreach professionals as well as responding to two decades of global and local disasters. ATOP is committed to health and global education promoting state-of-the-art scientific theory, peace, forgiveness, consciousness research, internship, and the development of technical skills to train mental health professionals, teachers, psychologists, art therapists, nutritionists, alternative medicine practitioners, clergy, nurses, mediators, interfaith ministers, and lay persons committed to service the self and humanity.  Meaningfulworld Humanitarian Outreach teams have helped rehabilitate survivors from over 35 calamities, making a daily difference in people's lives helping to transform tragedy and trauma into healing and meaning-making through post trauma growth, resilience, emotional intelligence, mind-body-eco-spirit health, visionary leadership, empowerment and artful collaboration through a new world view. 


Our Motto: When one helps another BOTH become stronger











